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“Access must be matched with success.”
Those were the words of Housatonic
Community College’s fourth president
Anita Gliniecki on the morning of
October 12 as she gave her inaugural
speech. Clad in collegiate robes and
adorned with a medallion that had been
presented to her by Jules Lang, Esq., of
the Board of Trustees of Community-
Technical Colleges, Gliniecki stood and
delivered her address before an admiring
crowd that included such austere faces
as Bridgeport mayor John Fabrizi and
Connecticut State Senator John
McKinney, Jr. It was a morning of triumph
and hope for the school’s future.

President Gliniecki’s appeal to success
was no doubt made in reference to a set of
dire statistics she laid out concerning
educational attainment among America’s
young adults. She deftly juxtaposed the
disappointing figures with an uplifting
exposition of Housatonic’s achievements,
citing the college’s unprecedented
expansion and its prestigious position as
one of only three colleges nationwide to
receive the Metlife Award for “assistance
to students.”

These accomplishments do indeed
point to a history of success at
Housatonic. However, perhaps a more
tangible way to gage success can be
gleaned from the pre-inaugural cele-
bration that swept over campus the day
before. From morning, performances and
demonstrations that showcased the
school’s unique diversity were inter-
spersed with free lectures on a variety of

subjects that presented attendants with a
glimpse of academic life. These events
lasted well into evening, and were enjoyed
by all who took advantage of the occasion.

Each event bespoke of success in
transculturation. Take, for instance, the
Latin-American band Surcari, who played
for over an hour in the upper atrium. The
band utilized a plethora of instruments in
its performance, including several pan
flutes and a charango, a tiny guitar
traditionally made using an armadillo
shell. According to front woman Lorena
Garay, Surcari attempts to infuse elements

from all over South and Central America.
“I was trained in classical guitar,” she said,
“so there’s a bit of that in there too.” Even
the name Surcari implies diversity: “sur”
from the Spanish for South, to represent
South America, and “cari” to give nod to
the band’s Caribbean influence.

Despite the day’s inclement weather,
artists were provided both food and cover
from the rain so that they could exercise
and display their talents in the courtyard.
The resultant “art wall,” which included a
large piece by local graffiti artists Matt and
Graham Chop, brought to mind the
beautification efforts of Philadelphia,
where the epidemic of “defacement” was
channeled into productive expression
through grandiose mural projects.

The cafeteria also became a stage by
playing host to a number of perfor-
mances, including choirs, break-dancing,
and a Capoeira demonstration. There was
not a silent hall that day.

As the students showed their stuff,
members of the Housatonic Foundation
gathered for an early meet-and-greet in
the administrative offices on the second
floor. The attendees, some of whom were
alumni themselves, were invited to also
join in the festivities. Toward evening,
many of them could be seen roaming the
school. They sat beside students at some
of the events, thereby adding more
elements of diversity to the overall
mélange.

contined on page 2

Success in Diversity
The Inception of the Gliniecki Era

By Brandon T. Bisceglia, HCC Journalism major
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Success in Diversity
continued from page 1

To close the evening, the acclaimed
film Dear Beautiful was shown in the Burt
Chernow Gallery. An avant-garde piece
about physical and psychological
addictions produced by Yale’s Roland
Becerra, the film was set in New Haven
and thus served as a fitting link between
all other cultures and the one which is
unique to this tiny swath of the planet.

The next morning was bright and
warm. The sunlight filtering through the
windows shed a regal glow upon the
podium that had been erected in the
middle of the lower atrium for the
occasion. Several speakers took their
turns at the microphone, each extolling
Housatonic and congratulating the new
president. After much anticipation
Gliniecki finally took the stand, her
humble yet commanding personality
seized the room.

As her speech ended and the applause
began, it was clear that the school was
witnessing yet another success. •

This article originally was originally pub-
lished in Horizons, HCC’s student newspa-
pers.

For the complete text of President
Gliniecki’s Inauguration Address,
please go to
http://www.hcc.commnet.edu/inaug

H ousatonic Community College
is definitely one of my greater
experiences in life besides

being in the military. (I was in the
Army Reserves and activated for one
year for Iraqi Freedom when the war
first started.)

I enjoyed the diversity at
Housatonic; really learned a lot from
my peers and met a lot of great people
while I attended there. I do miss HCC
although taking four to five classes at
once was a bit stressful at times but I
learned a lot.

Being a work-study student was also
a great experience for me. I truly
enjoyed working in the Admissions
office. I met a wonderful person named
Gloria who is now my dear friend.

While working in Public Relations, I
also made friends with Blaine, Linda,
Josephine, and Dean Thornton who I
learned from and took something more
from Housatonic. A great experience all
and all; and I miss it. Seeing my picture
on the big, yellow city bus advertising
Housatonic was a special treat too!

I graduated Housatonic in May of
2007. Since then, I’ve been attending
Albertus Magnus College in Stratford
studying Business Management. I’m in
the New Dimensions Program, which
is an accelerated program, one class at
a time for five weeks, four hours a
night once a week, and very intense. I
am taking a night class so I can work
during the day and still get my
Bachelor’s degree in two years. I work
part-time as a Housekeeper/Nanny in
Westport.

My future plans are to further my
education to receive a Master's degree,
buy a home and live out of
Connecticut. Also to find a career with
growth potential in the business world
and maybe even own my own
business.

I've also had thoughts of perhaps
going into law enforcement such as a
police officer or a state trooper. Then of
course when I’m done with school,
have a home and career, I can then
work on building my own family. I
reside in Bridgeport with my husband
Harry. •

Melissa Medina
in her own words

Keep in Touch!
Got a new job? Finished your degree?
Got married? Had a baby? Do you want
to keep in touch with other Housatonic
alumni? We want to know what’s
happening with you – and your
Housatonic friends want to know too.
Please take a few moments to tell us
your name, year of graduation, email
address, current job, and what you
have been up to since graduation.

Linda Bayusik, ‘96
Housatonic Community College

900 Lafayette Boulevard
Bridgeport, CT 06604

LBayusik@hcc.commnet.edu
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Imagine it’s the first day of classes and
you’re sitting in a classroom waiting for

your class to start. Suddenly, a man bearing
a slight resemblance to Sean Penn enters
the classroom and says “Good morning
folks, I’m Professor Vern Krill” in a viva-
cious tone. As your class begins, Krill talks
about what you will be covering during the
semester and he starts off with saying that
he was a police officer but before that he
attended HCC and he is very proud to be
back teaching in the same place that
helped make him into what he is today.

Krill said he attended HCC “out of
necessity. I had no financial arrangements
to attend a traditional college, so I had to
work part-time to get the money necessary
for tuition and books. Also, HCC was
close to home (Shelton).” Krill never
thought of joining the police force
when he entered HCC.

“Actually, I had no idea what I
wanted to do for a profession. I actu-
ally graduated from HCC in 1971 and
returned after graduation to pursue a
second AS degree at HCC in Criminal
Justice. I believe that taking a class in
the subject and with the support of
my professors in CJ, that I first began
to want to become a police officer,” he
said.

Working for the Shelton P.D during
his entire career in the police force,
Krill was more than just your average
police officer. “I worked exclusively as an
under cover officer for the first two years
for the Southwest Regional Crime Squad.
Upon returning to the SPD, I worked pri-
marily in the patrol division as a patrol offi-
cer,” he said. “Ten years after becoming a
police officer, I was promoted to the rank
of Detective. Eventually, I returned to
undercover work as an agent with the
Valley Street Crime Unit. For the remaining
years of my employment with SPD I was
the Commander of the Rapid Interdiction
Unit (RIP).”

Reflecting on his time on the police
force, Krill said, “I can’t say that there was
any one particular part of policing that I
found most rewarding. However, solving
the murder of a 16-year-old female, that
was raped and shot to death, ranks high on
my list of accomplishments. There were
many instances where my experiences in
policing were less than rewarding. For

example, police are called to a situation
when people are at their worst and some-
times this perspective leads to apathy.”

Krill dealt with an assortment of crimes
during his time at SPD. The kind of crimes
he dealt with depended upon what his
assignment was at the time. Krill acknow-
ledged that “obviously, as an under cover
police officer I was mainly involved in drug
interdiction. As a detective, I was usually
involved in the apprehension and arrest of
offenders of Part 1 crimes. As a patrolman,
I was involved with the investigation of
many types of crimes, motor vehicle acci-
dent investigations, and providing services
to citizens.”

After more than a decade at the SPD
Krill retired from the force and he decided
to further his schooling. Besides having an
A.S from HCC, Krill also has a B.S from
Charter Oak State College, a M.S from the
University of Bridgeport and a M.S from
Southern Connecticut State University. “I
continued my education pursuing a
Master’s Degree in Education, being
certified in Special Education, which I
taught,” stated Krill. “I then pursued a
Master’s Degree in Criminal Justice, where-
upon my interest was renewed in criminal
justice. I then was lucky enough to be
hired as an adjunct at HCC and
subsequently as a full-time instructor in
CJ.” Krill teaches more that just Intro to
Criminal Justice; he also teaches Juvenile
Justice, Police and the Community, and
Writing for Law Enforcement.

One morning recently, while the
students of the Juvenile Justice class were

waiting for class to begin, they started
talking about Krill and basically everybody
had the same thing to say. Everyone agreed
that Mr. Krill is a very enthusiastic person
and he is very passionate about criminal
justice. One student said, “Sometimes he
gets very into what he is talking about and
he can get really excited about it.”

Another student said that it was “cool
how he uses his experiences on the police
force to help teach class. It makes it more
interesting.”

Krill said that his experiences have given
him the “ability to relate to students in a
real-life setting of what police work actual-
ly entails. I personally don’t think anyone
can be an effective teacher in a subject that

they are not passionate about, and for
me the experiences as a police officer
allows me to connect with my stu-
dents.”

Everybody that knows Krill can
vouch that he is a walking billboard
for HCC. He is constantly praising
HCC and he says that Housatonic is a
jumping board for students who wish
to further their education and contin-
ue at a four year college. He is very
proud that he attended HCC and he
credits the college for making him
what he is today.

As for being a professor at HCC,
Krill said “Being a graduate of HCC,
and having been inspired by the pro-

fessors at HCC, it was only natural to
return to the environment which gave me
inspiration. I wanted to do the same for my
students that my instructors at HCC did
for me - empowerment to pursue a career
in criminal justice. “

Krill has noted that one very important
life lesson he learned while working on the
force is that “most people in any given
community are honest and hard working
individuals. It is a very few individuals
who chose to commit crimes.” Some
people can never get their minds around
this concept, but Krill chooses to see the
good in people, especially his students. For
him, the students are the future and he is
proud to be able to empower them to reach
their goals and achieve their dreams. •

This article originally was originally published
in Horizons, HCC’s student newspapers.

Kool Konfident Krill
By Samantha Bratz, HCC Journalism major

Professor Krill talks to a student after his
Juvenile Justice class.

Photo by Samantha Bratz
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Ximoara Alicea is the Office Assistant
in the financial aid office at
Housatonic Community College.

The significance of this is,
while on vacation, she found a
job and never returned home
to Puerto Rico.

For the past eleven years
HCC has been her only place
of employment and education.
Alicea started working in the
financial aid office as a Work-
study student in 1996. She
graduated in 1997 with an
associate’s degree in PC appli-
cations and two certificates in
Business Office Technology.

She has been promoted on
three occasions from part-time
clerk to full-time clerk and to
her current position of Office
assistant

“May I help you?”
This is the greeting every student

receives when they come for assistance in
Alicea’s work station.

“I attempt to guide and inform students
when they come to see me. I remember

how I felt when I was on the other side
of the desk,” Alicea said. “Being humble,
honest and optimistic has enabled me to

progress and
enjoy my job.”

“I love her,”
said Sirjana
Lamichhane, a
s e c o n d - y e a r
HCC student.
“She takes her
time and clearly
explains to me
what I don’t
understand. She
also goes out of
her way to help
people and make
them feel com-
fortable.”

Alicea also
looks out for the

well being of students who are not only
looking for financial aid, but looking to
graduate too.
“I wish more students utilized the free
workshops and SOS on line. The time you
save and information you gain would be

more than worth your while,” said Alicea.
“I feel bad when I have to tell a student
they don’t qualify because they missed the
deadline.”

Her supervisor, Joseph Lombard,
Assistant Director of Financial Aid,
acknowledged, “she listens intently and
works towards a solution.”

“Ms. Alicea always has a smile on her
face,” said first year student, David
Eccleston. “She has a positive attitude and
makes me feel comfortable.”

While at home relaxing she enjoys play-
ing PAC Man and Sly Cooper on her
Playstation 2. She also goes dancing at the
reggaeton clubs.

“I enjoy the music and I have a great
time with my girlfriends,” she said.

“My Grandmother who is ill taught me
the values that have helped me through the
hard times.” Alicea said with watery eyes.
“I maintain my faith and hope, because I
know there is always tomorrow. I look
forward to returning to Puerto Rico to visit
my grandmother and tell her thank you.” •

This article originally was originally published
in Horizons, HCC’s student newspapers.

“May I Help You?”
By Gerry Whitted, HCC Journalism major
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Contributing Writers

Linda Bayusik, ‘96

Gerry Whitted  

Samantha Bratz

Brandon T. Bisceglia

Continuing Education Department
Spring 2008 Semester

Arts: Acting, Oil painting, Hip-Hop, Salsa, Guitar
Computers: AutoCAD, SQL, Java, Macintosh, MS Office
Education: GED, Refresher Math, Refresher Algebra
ESL: Level 1, 2, 3
Real Estate: Principles & Practices, Basic Appraisal Principles, 

Basic Appraisal Procedures, Current Issues in Real Estate I, 
Current Issues in Real Estate II, USPAP

Languages: Arabic, Chinese, French, Spanish, Sign Language
Sports & Fitness: Personal Trainer National Certification, 

Capoeira
Recreation: Safe Boating/PWC, CT Basic Boating, Chess
Medical: Medical Billing, Medical Coding, Medical Terminology

Call (203) 332-5057 • Email: emelendez@hcc.commnet.edu
Visit www.hcc.commnet.edu  • Or visit at HCC Continuing Ed., Rm C106
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FALL 2007
Calendar of

Events

November 15
• How to Make Goddesses
and Talisman

Mickey Reed, Director of the OTA
Program at HCC, will facilitate a
workshop. Come Join Us. Everyone
needs a goddess or a lucky charm.
• Native American Culture 
and Renowned Flutist
Joseph Firecrow

2 p.m., PAC
Performance in-the-making. 
See Joseph Firecrow and Theater
Arts students develop performance
based on Native American culture 
7 p.m., PAC
Performance staged.
Watch the performance developed
in the afternoon. Solo
performance by Joseph Firecrow.

December 6
• Meditation and
RELAXATION

Linda Wolfson, Counselor and HCC
Women’s Center Coordinator, will
lead the session. It is the end of
the semester... come and relax!

All events are subject to change. 
For more information, 

please call Linda Bayusik 
at 203-332-5058.

Come join us!
Stay Connected to HCC...

Join the HCC Alumni Association!
Contact Linda Bayusik  203-332-5058

LBayusik@hcc.commnet.edu
or visit the website www.hcc.commnet.edu/alumni


